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bound for New Spain. Surprise was essential;
for New Spain, taught by repeated experience, was
well armed; and twenty-five hundred men were
less formidable now than five hundred twenty
years before. Arrived at the Canaries, Las Palmas
was found too strong to carry by immediate as-
sault; and Drake had no time to attack it in form.
He was two months late already; so he determined
to push on to the West Indies.

When Drake reached Porto Rico, he found the
Spanish in a measure forewarned and forearmed.
Though he astonished the garrison by standing
boldly into the harbor and dropping anchor close
to a masked battery, the real surprise was now
against him. The Spanish gunners got the range
to an inch, brought down the flagship's mizzen,
knocked Drake's chair from under him, killed two
senior officers beside him, and wounded many more.
In the meantime Hawkins, worn out by his exer-
tions, had died. This reception, added to the pre-
vious failures and the astonishing strength of Porto
Rico, produced a most depressing effect. Drake
weighed anchor and went out. He was soon back
in a new place, cleverly shielded from the Spanish
guns by a couple of islands. After some more
manoeuvres he attacked the Spanish fleet with fire-